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Australian man pleads guilty to smuggling dinosaur eggs  
Suspect sold fossilized specimens from China at mineral shows in California and Arizona 

 
LOS ANGELES – An Australian mineral dealer pleaded guilty today 
to charges stemming from an investigation by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) that he illegally imported hundreds of 
fossilized dinosaur eggs from China to sell at gem and mineral shows 
throughout the Southwest.   
 
Tamas “Thomas” Kapitany, 45, appeared before U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Fernando M. Oguin this morning.  Under a plea agreement filed 
following today’s hearing, Kapitany was sentenced to one year 
probation and ordered to pay a $20,000 fine.  Kapitany, who operates 
a business called Crystal World in Melbourne, Australia, also agreed 
to forfeit the fossils seized as part of the investigation.   
 
According to the case affidavit, beginning as early as 1999, Kapitany 
exported fossilized dinosaur eggs from eastern China and smuggled 
them into the United States.  Fossils, like cultural relics, are protected by the Chinese government 
and removing them from that country without government permission is against the law.  The 
affidavit alleges that Kapitany evaded U.S. import laws by mislabeling the dinosaur eggs as 
geological specimens and minerals. 
 
“These prehistoric treasures rightfully belong to China and the Chinese people,” said David Nehls, 
assistant special agent in charge for ICE investigations at Los Angeles International Airport.  “It is 
shameful that someone would plunder specimens like this from another nation simply to pleasure 
hobbyists and line their own pockets.”    
 
ICE investigators say Kapitany smuggled the eggs into the United States through airports in Los 
Angeles and San Diego.  According to the affidavit, once the eggs arrived in the United States, 
Kapitany arranged for them to be stored in a warehouse east of San Diego.  During the investigation, 
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federal agents executed a search warrant at that El Cajon facility and seized more than 140 boxes of 
smuggled dinosaur eggs.   Fossil experts say the specimens are highly sought by collectors.   
 
Now that Kapitany has agreed to forfeit the dinosaur eggs, the U.S. government will coordinate with 
Chinese authorities to determine what will be done with the fossils. 
 
Last month, ICE agents in Tucson executed a seizure warrant at the Tucson Gem, Mineral, and 
Fossil Showcase, seizing nearly eight tons of rare fossils, including prehistoric pinecones and 
dinosaur eggs.  Investigators believe the fossils seized in Arizona were smuggled out of Argentina. 
The items were being sold by an Argentinean-based vendor known as the Rhodo Company.  ICE 
agents say the investigation into this fossil smuggling scheme is ongoing and no arrests have yet 
been made. 
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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security.  ICE is comprised of four integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


